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Cover highlight:
Fishing Partnership is proud to establish programs 
that build resilience within the industry. The cover 
pictures feature participants in our newly launched 
Apprenticeship Program which is preparing the next 
generation of commercial fishermen.
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A NOTE FROM J.J. 

Dear Friends,

As I reflect on the past year, I feel immense pride in the resilience displayed 

by our organization and the commercial fishing industry. Together, we grew 

and adapted alongside one another to effectively increase the health, safety, 

wellness, and economic security of those within the industry. 

While all of us at Fishing Partnership work to improve the lives of commercial 

fishermen, their families, and their communities, we recognize that their 

profession remains among the most dangerous in the country. Despite 

hardship, fishermen and their families forged ahead, continually adapting and 

engaging with us in new and exciting ways. Our work is informed by those 

within the fishing industry and the effectiveness of our outreach is amplified 

through our coordinated efforts. We are stronger together and 2021 brought 

this into particular focus. It is my hope that you find as much inspiration as I in 

the stories of impact that follow.

Fishermen deserve our support; with 

the continued collaboration of friends, 

donors, government partners, and other 

organizations, we will be able to ensure the 

viability of this critical industry now and in 

the years to come.

Warmly,

J.J. Bartlett 

President
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MEET THE NAVIGATORS

GLOUCESTER
2 Blackburn Center  
Gloucester, MA 01930 
978.282.4847  

Since 1997, Fishing Partnership has 
responded to the unique needs of the 
fishing industry and has maintained an 
unwavering commitment to improving 
the health, safety, and economic security 
of commercial fishermen, their families, 
and their communities.

OUR MISSION

NEW BEDFORD
398 County Street
New Bedford, MA 02740
508.991.3043

Jenny Amaral 
Debra Kelsey
Rob Jardin

Maria Carpenter
Angela Sanfilippo

Nina Groppo
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While the commercial fishing industry provides a 

renewable food source, thousands of jobs, and a 

significant contribution to GDP, the industry is one 

of the most hazardous in the United States and lacks 

traditional support systems available to many other 

workers through human resource offices. 

WHY FISHERMEN 
DESERVE OUR 
SUPPORT

CHATHAM
894 Main Street
Chatham, MA 02633
508.237.9402

PLYMOUTH
139 Court Street, Unit 101A
Plymouth, MA 02360
508.746.5400

Commercial Fishermen have 

29x higher fatality rate  
than the national average.

Julia Messersmith 
Shannon Eldredge
Morgan Eldredge

Lori Caron 

!
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PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS

As a backbone organization, our work at Fishing Partnership is strengthened by collaboration with friends, 

supporters, businesses, and other organizations. We are immensely grateful to those who work alongside 

us to support the men and women of the commercial fishing industry.

AIDS Support Group of Cape Cod
Alaska Marine Safety Education Association
Barnstable County Public Health
Blaney Marine Safety
Brockton Area Multi-Services, Inc.
Cambridge Health Alliance
Cape Cod Foundation
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Certified Rescue Courses, LLC
Clifton Larson Allen, LLC
Commercial Fisheries Center of Rhode Island
Fairhaven Opioid Task Force
Garden State Seafood Association
Gloucester Fishing Community Preservation Fund
Gloucester Fisheries Commission
Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association
Gloucester Health Department
Grayken Center for Addiction
Greater Cape Ann Community Collaborative 
Greater New Bedford Community Health Center
Greater New Bedford Opioid Task Force
Hercules SLR (US) Inc.
Homeless Prevention Council
Integrated Monitoring Inc.
Life Raft and Survival Equipment
Lower Cape Outreach
Maine Access Points
Maine Coast Fishermen’s Association
Maine Lobstermen’s Association
Marine Safety Consultants
Marine Surveying and Risk Management

Massachusetts COVID-19 Relief Fund
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries
Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership
Massachusetts Health Connector
Massachusetts Executive Office of Health and Human Services
MassHire Greater New Bedford Workforce Board
Monomoy Community Services
MIT Sea Grant
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
New Bedford Fishing Heritage Center
New Bedford Health Department
New Bedford Port Authority
NH Harm Reduction Coalition
Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety
One Stop
Oregon State University
Riverside Trauma Center
Responsible Offshore Development Alliance
RIZE Massachusetts
Rutgers University
Seaport Economic Council
Shaw Fund for Mariner’s Children
SouthCoast Health
United Fishermen Club, New Bedford
United States Coast Guard
University of Rhode Island
Visiting Dental Association of Massachusetts
Visiting Nurses Association
Women of Fishing Families

OUR HOLISTIC 
COMMUNITY-
BASED 
NAVIGATOR 
MODEL

How we provide support services is central to who we are as an organization. We react 

effectively to the changing needs of the commercial fishing industry because we are positioned 

in port towns throughout Massachusetts. Our holistic, community-based healthcare workers, 

knows as Navigators, not only live and work among fishermen, but most are also fishermen 

themselves or are from fishing families. This distinctive model enables us to better understand 

the needs of the individuals we serve and, as a result, we empower one another to adapt in 

impactful ways.
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OUR COMMUNITY  
HEALTH WORKER MODEL

Fishing Partnership Navigators serve coastal community members in Massachusetts, 

across New England, and along the Eastern seaboard. To qualify for the position of 

Navigator, individuals receive training to earn certification as a Community Health 

Worker (CHW). They help fishermen access essential services including:  

	 n Access to health insurance and medical care.

	 n Preventative healthcare services including immunizations, health  

  screenings, and dental clinics.

	 n Behavioral support including trauma response and access to substance  

  use disorder programs that positively change lives.

HEALTH
 WELLNESS

To be healthy 

and well, 

fishing families 

need access 

to affordable 

healthcare 

coverage, a 

medical home 

with a primary 

care physician, 

and equal access 

to evidence-

based healthcare 

services, including 

behavioral health.

Meet Navigator Nina Groppo, 
Gloucester Navigator
Nina Groppo has been a Navigator for nearly 15 years. 

She grew up in Trappeto, Italy. Her fluency in Italian 

enables her to communicate with Italian speaking fish-

ing families calling from across Cape Ann. As the wife 

of a retired fisherman, Nina understands the unique 

needs of coastal residents and serves the community 

she calls home with compassion, warmth, and care.

There is no better feeling than seeing the weight of worry lift from 
someone’s shoulders when we help them access health insurance coverage 
for themselves and their families.

- Nina Groppo, Gloucester Navigator
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STRENGTHENING COASTAL COMMUNITIES  
WITH HEALTHCARE COVERAGE 

For more than twenty years, Fishing Partnership has helped fishing families access healthcare coverage. Thanks to a grant 

from the Massachusetts Health Connector, Navigators can help any Massachusetts resident apply for Health Connector and 

MassHealth programs.

Our Navigators are highly trained Community Health Workers (CHW) and skilled at assessing variable income, which 

is particularly helpful in a year where many MA residents experienced income changes from the pandemic. Since most 

Navigators are fishermen, partners of fishermen or from fishing families, they also understand the challenges of completing 

a health insurance application as a self-employed worker or a Massachusetts resident with varied sources of income.

Here are some of the ways Navigators assist residents across the Commonwealth with health insurance needs:

	 n Complete applications n Troubleshoot eligibility issues	

	 n Select a health plan n Provide better understanding of benefits

HEALTH  WELLNESS &

In FY21, FP  
Navigators submitted   

414 health insurance 
applications  

from both fishing and  
non-fishing families  

in coastal communities. 

I’m a single parent of three children under 10. I was frustrated in my failed 
attempts to secure health insurance. I learned about Fishing Partnership and how 
they help Massachusetts residents enroll in health insurance, even those who do 
not work in the fishing industry. I can’t thank Navigator Maria Carpenter enough 
for helping me secure health insurance for my family.

- Jennifer Keif 

!
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THE IMMUNIZATION CAMPAIGN  
DELIVERED EDUCATION AND ACCESS

Fishing Partnership launched a widespread campaign to help fishermen and 

their families better understand the COVID-19 pandemic and learn how to 

access immunizations in their local community. In March 2021, ahead of the 

City of New Bedford’s opening of a vaccination center for seafood workers, 

Fishing Partnership launched a website page where the message was 

centered on developing a personal plan for getting vaccinated. The page 

also addressed frequently asked questions and covered topics including 

latest news on vaccine eligibility, what to expect after immunization, how to 

cope with vaccine-related anxiety, and more. 

At the same time, Navigators worked the 

phones helping fishermen understand their 

immunization eligibility as essential workers 

and schedule hard-to-get appointments. As 

immunizations became more widely available, 

Navigators went further to normalize and 

promote vaccines by making videos of 

themselves and fishing community members 

getting their COVID-19 vaccination shots and 

then shared these stories on social media. 

Seeing fellow fishermen, Navigators, and other 

trusted members of their community become 

immunized encouraged others to move forward with this lifesaving inoculation.

The Immunization  
Campaign included  

102 social media posts, 
5 email campaigns 
opened by nearly 4,000 

people and over 
 1,200 visits to the COVID-19 

Website landing page. 

!
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TRAINING FISHERMEN AS FIRST RESPONDERS

Fishermen and other mariners are often among the first to 

arrive at the scene of an accident or medical emergency at 

sea. As first responders, they require specialized training to 

provide pre-hospital, lifesaving care for a crisis in the remote 

setting of open waters. This includes knowing how to identify 

and respond quickly to an opioid overdose.

In FY21, Fishing Partnership travelled throughout the 

Northeast and trained 523 fishermen and coastal community 

members on how to administer naloxone (or Narcan®, the 

lifesaving drug that can reverse an opioid overdose). Of 

these, 242 fishing industry workers in New Bedford were 

trained by FP Navigators through a First Responders – 

Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act grant from the 

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 

in partnership with the City of New Bedford.

The impact of Fishing Partnership’s Community Health 

Worker model is evidenced by the strong work of the New 

Bedford Navigator team and in particular, Debra Kelsey, a 

Fishing Partnership Navigator and Certified Recovery Coach. 

Debra fosters relationships with local task forces, provides 

direct outreach on the docks, and engages with fishing 

vessels and boat owners with the message that every fishing 

vessel’s first aid kit should include Narcan®.

HEALTH  WELLNESS &

I was deeply impacted by a phone call 
from my husband while at sea where 
he told me he heard a distress call for 
an overdose. I could hear the upset in 
his voice that he wasn’t able to help. 
It was in that moment that I realized 
that not only does the fisherman’s 
family suffer, it’s also devastating 
to witness an overdose and the loss 
of life of a fellow crew member.  At 
the advice of a friend I reached out 
to Fishing Partnership. Navigator 
Debra Kelsey came to the docks and 
provided Narcan training to the crews 
of our 19 vessels over the summer of 
2021. Now, captains, first mates and 
100% of the crews of our company 
are trained to be first responders and 
can deliver lifesaving care.”

- Stacy Alexander-Nevells 
Atlantic Shellfish, Inc.

Photo credit: peterapereira.com
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PSYCHOLOGICAL FIRST AID  
FOR FISHERMEN

Seeking mental health support is difficult for many. It’s even harder for 

fishermen and their families who suffer from above-average rates of 

stress and trauma. A partner since 2016, Riverside Trauma Center has 

worked with Fishing Partnership to deliver psychological first aid to fishing 

families. 

Riverside Trauma Center’s trained mental health clinicians work directly 

with Fishing Partnership Navigators to assist families seeking mental 

health support for sudden trauma and loss, suicide risk, and workplace-

related stress management. Their understanding of the lived experiences 

of fishermen and their families gives them a deep understanding of 

the unique challenges of those who work in one of the world’s most 

dangerous professions.

Whether it’s a fisherman lost overboard, a sinking in the dead of the night, 

or another catastrophic event at sea, Riverside Trauma Center and Fishing 

Partnership Navigators respond quickly. Together, we are at the dock 

ready to offer support and multitude pathways for recovery and healing to 

fishermen and their loved ones.

In FY21, FP Navigators delivered  

Narcan® Training to  
523 fishermen and 
coastal community 

members from  
New Jersey to Maine.

Psychological first aid delivers a quick response to those who have experienced a trauma to let them know 
they do not have to face the aftermath alone. On the surface, things can seem fine, but once traumatized 
people start talking, you begin to learn the specific ways to support them. Each person responds differently 
to trauma and may need different kinds of support for their recovery.

- James McCauley, Associate Director 
Riverside Trauma Center 

!
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RI
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HARTFORD

NEW HAVEN
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HARWICH, MANEW BEDFORD, MA

MARSHFIELD, MA

GLOUCESTER, MA

PORTLAND, ME

SEABROOK, NH

CAPE MAY, NJ

BEACH HAVEN, NJ

POINT JUDITH, RI

SAFETY
 AT SEA

To be safe, 

fishermen must 

have access to 

safety training, 

investment in 

their safety 

infrastructure, and 

regulations that 

don’t force them 

to fish unsafely.

TRAINING TO MEET THE CHALLENGES  
OF A LIFE AT SEA

Training is a cornerstone to resilience at sea. When fishermen participate regularly in 

safety training, they tend to respond more effectively, quickly, and as a team. They are 

better equipped to prevent accidents, control issues when they are small, and escape 

safely if the need arises.

In 2021, Fishing Partnership safely adapted to the pandemic and offered 15 Safety and 

Drill Conductor Certification classes. The response to follow-up class surveys from 

fishermen most often expresses the following sentiment: “… I’m now better prepared to 

save my own life or someone else’s life now that I have taken this course.”

2021 was the busiest year in Fishing Partnership’s history. We met the training demands 

of several hundred fishermen who are now better prepared for the challenges of their 

profession.

I’ve participated in many CPR programs over the years, and Fishing 
Partnership’s robust CPR and First Aid Training course is by far the best 
class I’ve ever taken.

- CPR and First Aid Training Participant
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ENHANCED CPR AND FIRST AID TRAINING FOR FISHERMEN 

When a fisherman becomes sick or injured at sea, it can take hours and up to a day for professional medical care to arrive. 

Fishermen, as first responders at sea, need to be prepared to provide first aid for prolonged periods of time.

In 2021, Fishing Partnership piloted an enhanced First Aid and CPR certification course to address this reality. Based on 

similar training programs for West Coast fishermen by our partners at Oregon State University and Alaska Marine Safety 

Education Association, Fishing Partnership’s new, hands-on class is geared toward assessing and treating patients in the 

hazardous settings often encountered by those working at sea.

CONNECTICUT
 New London

MASSACHSETTS
 Sandwich
 Harwich
 New Bedford (x2)
 Marshfield
 Gloucester (x2)

MAINE
 Portland

NEW HAMPSHIRE
 Seabrook

NEW JERSEY
 Cape May

 Beach Haven

RHODE ISLAND
 Point Judith (x3)

2021 SAFETY  
TRAINING LOCATIONS
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LIFEJACKETS FOR FISHERMEN

The design of lifejackets has come a long way over the last few 

years. From belt packs that inflate to bibs with inherent flotation, 

there are now options available to fit the needs of each fisherman 

and fishery. From 2014 to 2019, our partners at the Northeast Center 

for Occupational Health and Safety brought these lifejacket options 

to lobstermen in Maine and Massachusetts, selling over 1,000 from 

their Lifejackets for Lobstermen van at a discounted price. 

In 2021, Fishing Partnership continued their work by introducing the 

Lifejackets for Fishermen Rebate Program. Commercial fishermen 

that receive our lifejacket training are eligible for a rebate on any 

lifejacket. We are confident that this program will increase the use of 

this vital piece of lifesaving equipment.   

SAFETY AT SEA

The 
best 
lifejacket  
is the 
one you wear.

Two-thirds of fishermen 
who did not previously 

wear a lifejacket said 
that they would start to 

wear one after attending 
a Fishing Partnership 

safety training.

!
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HOW TECHNOLOGICAL 
ADVANCES IN MARINE 
ELECTRONICS CAN SAVE 
MORE LIVES  

If a bilge alarm goes off on the F/V Cody while it is 

fishing, the owner, Paddy McGlade, will receive a text 

message and email back on land. He can then pull up 

live images on his phone from the video camera in the 

engine room and talk with the captain on a voice over 

internet protocol (VoIP) phone to correct the problem. 

If the situation worsens, he knows the vessel’s position 

and status in real-time for the Coast Guard.

This type of communication can help address problems 

when they are small and lower the risk of catastrophic 

losses at sea. This technology is costly and difficult to 

install making it extremely rare in the fishing fleet.

Through a National Institute for Occupational Safety 

and Health (NIOSH) grant, Fishing Partnership, together 

with partners Integrated Monitoring and Commercial 

Fisheries Center of Rhode Island are studying the 

feasibility of installing satellite internet systems on 

twenty fishing vessels like the Cody and integrating 

them with video cameras, engine sensors, bilge alarms, 

smoke alarms, and other equipment. These investments 

can provide lifesaving early warnings and reduce Coast 

Guard response time when every second counts. 

 

I like the system a lot for the safety. I can see 
what is happening on deck in real-time and 
have instant contact with the captain if we 
have a problem

- Paddy McGlade, F/V Cody 
Point Judith, RI
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ECONOMIC
 SECURITY

To be financially 

secure, fishing 

families need to 

make enough 

profit to live a 

dignified life as 

stewards of their 

own economic 

future.

HELPED FISHING FAMILIES ACCESS 
GOVERNMENT RESOURCES

From the pandemic, Fishing Partnership recognized that fishing families need assistance 

accessing a range of programs. Hundreds of families trusted our Navigators to help 

them access the financial resources they needed to be resilient. 

Massachusetts Food Security Infrastructure Grants

Fishing Partnership helped fishermen and seafood businesses 

apply for millions of dollars in grants for critical infrastructure 

and equipment that improved food security for the people of 

Massachusetts. 

CARES Act Fisheries Disaster Relief 

Fishing Partnership served on the Massachusetts Department  

of Marine Fisheries advisory board for the distribution of  

$40 million to the Massachusetts fishing and seafood industry 

over two rounds. Navigators assisted many fishing families with 

the complicated accounting requirements in the application. 

Pandemic Unemployment Assistance

The CARES Act permitted fishermen and other independent 

workers to apply for unemployment assistance for the first time. 

Navigators learned the new application system and helped 

fishing families apply for this vital safety net. 

Essential Financial Assistance 

Navigators were able to help fishing families pay essential bills 

through a $50,000 grant from the Cape Cod Foundation and 

the ongoing generosity of the Shaw Fund for Mariners’ Children 

and the Gloucester Fishing Community Preservation Fund.

 

USDA Tariff Relief Funds 

Fishermen were heavily impacted by the US-China trade war. 

When the USDA offered to reimburse the losses from 2019, FP 

Navigators helped fishermen submit applications for hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in lost revenue.
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TACKLING CHALLENGES WITH THE MASSACHUSETTS 
FISHERMEN’S PARTNERSHIP

For a generation, Fishing Partnership Support Services and the Massachusetts Fishermen’s Partnership (MFP) have been 

working together to serve the fishing communities of Massachusetts. As an umbrella group of fishing trade organizations, 

the MFP works to ensure the fishing future of coastal communities through addressing issues like fisheries management, 

ocean development, port infrastructure, and climate change. It has been critical in shaping economic security programs 

and spreading the word about the services provided by Fishing Partnership Navigators. The fishing leaders and active 

fishermen of the MFP inspire and guide Fishing Partnership programs so we can evolve to meet new challenges.

Over the last few years, the MFP has recognized that the largest pending challenge to the health, safety, and economic 

security of the fishing community is the development of the offshore wind industry. By working together with other fishing 

groups in the region, the MFP and Fishing Partnership are working to address safety risks, displacement, and other issues 

that will occur when thousands of square miles of fishing grounds and migratory routes are developed for offshore wind. 

If fishing communities are 
going to be resilient to the 
changes that will occur to 
the marine environment and 
the working waterfront by 
the development of offshore 
wind, then there needs to be 
a resilience plan before the 
development starts. Good 
governance requires a plan. 
There is no plan. This is our 
biggest concern right now.

Edward Barrett
Commercial Fisherman

President, Massachusetts 
Fishermen’s Partnership

Photo credit: tristanspinski.com
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TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION  
OF COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN 

On Day One of instruction at Fishing Partnership’s newly launched apprenticeship 

program, Gloucester fisherman Rick Beal addressed young and eager deckhands with the 

message that their professional futures would be the rock upon which future seafaring 

communities would depend.

After decades of stringent regulations, there are, once again, opportunities for young men 

and women to make a career as commercial fishermen. Several captains of Gloucester 

vessels came together to organize and create a two-week curriculum for young 

deckhands with the purpose of jumpstarting their careers.

From navigation to net mending, to the study of safe fishing operations and splicing, 

the apprentices learned critical skills that will help them contribute on deck and in the 

wheelhouse. With funding from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), 

Fishing Partnership graduated the first apprenticeship class in 2021 and will build upon 

this exciting new program in years to come.  

ECONOMIC SECURITY

Our industry has a 
proud and storied 
past. Its survival 
depends on your 
generation carrying 
the torch forward.

- Rick Beal,  

Gloucester Fisherman

The biggest challenge facing captains is 
recruiting a reliable crew who have the 
knowledge and skills needed on a commercial 
fishing vessel. This apprenticeship program 
yields good crewmen, a pathway for future 
captains, and good paying jobs for members  
of the fishery.

- Al Cottone, Gloucester Captain 
F/V Sabrina Maria 

With all the activity on a boat, there’s little time to get  
in-depth training on things like wire splitting, net 
mending, or to practice complex navigation scenarios.  
In two weeks, I worked on these skills and got the chance 
to network with veteran boat captains who are now my 
mentors. Someday I’d like to own my own fishing vessel. 

- Joey Rizzo, Commercial Fisherman Apprentice
F/V Deborah Ann II
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PROGRAMS FOR PROFESSIONAL MARITIME TRAINING  

By obtaining professional mariner training and associated licenses, fishermen become better equipped to perform 

their jobs and open opportunities to diversify their income. Fishing Partnership stewards the Ted Williams Scholarship 

Program and the Captain’s License Program which create opportunities for fishermen seeking maritime education.

TED WILLIAMS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 

Beginning in 2020, Hercules SLR (US) and Fishing Partnership honored the life of Safety Instructor Edward “Ted” 

Williams by creating a scholarship for fishermen and their family members interested in maritime training. Throughout 

his career, Ted delivered safety training to thousands of East Coast fishermen who deeply respected his style of 

imparting lifesaving knowledge with a wry sense of humor. In Year One, the Ted Williams Memorial Scholarship Fund 

awarded ten scholarships to fishing families from Maine to North Carolina. 

CAPTAIN’S LICENSE 
PROGRAM

In 2021, the Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives 

Development Program (GFWDP) obtained funding to 

help over 30 Massachusetts fishermen start on their 

path to obtain an Able Seafarer Certificate and 100-ton 

Captain’s License at the Northeast Maritime Institute. 

Fishing Partnership was proud to help the GFWDP with 

outreach and infrastructure to manage the program 

and teach fishermen advanced skills in subjects like 

navigation, ship handling, and maritime law.  

Ted’s life’s work 
contributed to a major 
change in fishing industry 
culture and resulted in 
a shift from long held 
attitudes like, “grab the 
anchor, end it fast” to 
understanding what to 
do when faced with an 
emergency at sea.

- Rodney Avila, Retired New 
Bedford Fisherman
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FINANCIAL RESILIENCE  
FOR CAPE COD  
FISHING FAMILIES

Fishing Partnership has the expertise, structure, and 

partnerships to help the fishing community overcome 

financial challenges and access resources in times of 

crisis. In 2020 Chatham Navigators received a grant from 

the Cape Cod Foundation to distribute $25,000 in 30 

days as direct financial assistance to commercial fishing 

families in Barnstable County.

In 2021 Fishing Partnership was again selected as a 

grant recipient. This time, the allotment nearly doubled 

to $45,000 and Navigators continued helping fishing 

families as they worked to pay for essential household 

bills during a period of economic upheaval caused by the 

pandemic.

Navigators Julia Messersmith, Shannon Eldredge and 

Morgan Eldredge utilized their skills as Community Health 

Workers to screen fishing families’ pandemic-related 

needs to serve as many families as equitably as possible. 

With operational support from Fishing Partnership’s 

business office, Navigators quickly distributed financial 

assistance for food, gas, and mortgage and rent 

payments to families during a critical period of need in 

their lives.

ECONOMIC SECURITY

Helping fishing families with short-term 
financial needs opened the door to 
conversations about longer-term needs 
as the effects of the pandemic continued 
to impact our community. In distributing 
the funds and speaking directly to fishing 
families, we all learned more about the 
circumstances of these households and heard 
the personal stories of those struggling with 
illness, business losses, and unemployment. 
I’m grateful to be in a position to connect 
fishing families to the resources and support 
they deserve.

- Julia Messersmith, 

Chatham Navigator

Funds Distributed for the  
2021 Cape Cod Foundation Grant

 Total Funds Distributed

 Housing

 Food Security

 Health

 Transportation

 Utilities

$45,000

$27,586

$6,000

$4,746

$3,937

$2,731

FP distributed 

$45,000 across 

38 families 
(72 household 

members total)

!
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ORGANIZATIONAL RESILIENCE  

Fishing Partnership is indebted to the commercial fishing industry for the trust they place in our work and for their 

willingness to inform our growth. Throughout history, we have faced new and unforeseen difficulties alongside the 

fishermen we serve, and have empowered each other to grow from these challenges. 

The organizational resilience displayed by Fishing Partnership throughout the last several decades has been due to 

an enduring commitment to supporting the unsung, everyday heroes of the commercial fishing industry. Fishermen 

deserve our support, and we look forward to a future of continued and impactful collaboration.

FISHING PARTNERSHIP THROUGH THE YEARS

BOSTON UNIVERSITY RECOGNIZES FISHING PARTNERSHIP

Boston University’s Questrom School of Business honored President and Founder J.J. 

Bartlett with the 2021 Health Sector Management Distinguished Alumni Award. The 

award, presented for significant contributions within the health sector, recognizes our 

founder’s leadership and the effectiveness of Fishing Partnership’s unique, community-

based Navigator model; working within and alongside the communities supported by 

our services has had an undeniably positive impact on health and wellness outcomes.

15%

85%88%

7%
5%

24% 29%

8%
9%

15%

TOTAL EXPENSES
$3.42M

 

  

TOTAL REVENUE AND 
PROGRAM SUPPORT

$3.4M

 

  

FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT

1997-2011
Fishing Partnership Health 

Plan is established.

Reduced the rate of 
uninsured fishing families 
in Massachusetts by 75%.

2011-2021
Organization rebrands  
to Fishing Partnership  

Support Services.

Introduced a community-based 
healthcare model and expanded 

services to include safety courses 
and economic security services.

2021 and beyond
Expand outreach to include seafood 

industry workers and non-fishing 
families, increase delivery of safety 

trainings beyond New England.

Community-based Navigator 
program becomes a model for how 
to effectively impact underserved 

workers and industries.

Grants & 
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Programs
 Healthy Harbor

 Economic Security

 Evaluation Research & Policy

 Communications

 Safety at Sea 
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PHILANTHROPIC
IMPACT

BILLY JOEL AND THE BOSTON RED SOX 
CELEBRATE FISHERMEN 

In a generous display of support and celebration of the industry, Billy Joel, along with 

the Boston Red Sox Organization, gifted the Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association 

and the Long Island Commercial Fishing Association with four-pack EMC/Dell luxury 

box seats at iconic Fenway Park for the 2021 season. We were honored to partner with 

these organizations to raffle, sell, and gift tickets in support of the fishermen we serve.

To ensure a 

safe, healthy, 

sustainable, 

and thriving 

commercial fishing 

industry for the 

21st century, 

fishing families 

need and deserve 

our support.

Thank you to the following individuals and 

corporate sponsors who made monetary 

and in-kind donations to help make the 

Boston Red Sox ticket endeavor successful: 

Tim Baker  
The Bartlett Family 
Bank Gloucester 
Boston Sword & Tuna 
Cape Ann Savings Bank 
John Nagle Seafood Co. 
Russo Fishing Corps 
Andrew Tringale 
Tringale Health Strategies 
Van Ness Parking 

Billy Joel, Songwriter

Lyrics from Song 

Downeaster Alexa

Thank you for the Boston Red 
Sox tickets. What a nice excuse 
to take a night off from fishing! 
Our kids were so excited, and 
we had a wonderful time. 
From our fishing family, we 
appreciate all you do.

Abigail, Commercial Fishing  

Family Member

I got bills to pay and 
children who need clothes,

I know there’s fish out 
there but where, God  
only knows

They say these waters 
aren’t what they used to be

But I’ve got people back 
on land who count on me.

Photo credit: Debby Wong
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FISHING PARTNERSHIP FUNDS 

We are most appreciative to the many donors who enable us to continue our important work. 

Resilience Fund

Created in 2020, The Fishing Partnership 
Resilience Fund was established to 
provide annual resources to support all 
mission-critical services offered through 
Fishing Partnership including Safety at 
Sea courses (offered from Maine to The 
Carolinas), professional development 
opportunities, support accessing health 
insurance, staffing of our Navigator offices, 
and collaborative programs with allied 

organizations. 

Amazon Smile 
Ella French Barber
John and Marianne Bartlett 
J.J. Bartlett 
Boston Port & Seamen’s Aid Society 
Doreen Farnworth 
The Fisherman’s Daughter LLC  
Flynn Wirkus Young  
John Freedman  
John Nagle Co. 
John Leslie 
Shawn Mahoney 
Senator Edward Markey 
Bud McAllister 
Brendan Mitchell 
John Orchard 
Suzanne Phillips 
Ryan Ross  
Phillip and Susan Saraiva  
Tammy Saraiva  
The Seaworthy Foundation 
Francisco Serrano 
Christopher Sharp 
Kevin Sweeney 
Stephanie Sykes
Michael Theiler 

In-Kind Gifts

Fishing Partnership is incredibly grateful 

for the sharing of goods and services by 

the following individuals and businesses.

Alex Brown, Victory Fisheries 

Matthew Cooney  

Robert Eldridge 

Ropes & Gray LLP  

Gloucester Fishermen’s Wives Association  

Long Island Commercial Fishing   
Association  

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of our lists. This Annual 
Report recognized donations made between 10/1/20 - 9/30/21. If we made 
an omission or error, please contact our Director of Development so we 
may properly acknowledge your generosity in our next publication.

Donald Adams 

Andrea A., LLC 

Anonymous 

Alexandra Athos 

Rodney Avila 

J.J. Bartlett  

Reidar Bendiksen  

Nicole Birarelli 

Mark Bisnette  

Bosworth Insurance Company 

Lauren Burke 

M. Calbough-Insabella 

Kyle Canastra 

Buddy Carson 

Chase Levitt and Company 

Chesapeake Netting Inc. 

Denny Colbert   

Crystal Ice, Inc  

Ed Dennehy 

Robert Duseau 

Dan Eilersten   

Dan Farnham 

Thomas and Ida Fiala 

Fishermen’s Supply LLC 

Friends of South Shore Seafood 
Development  

Liz Garofalo 

Dolores Goulart 

David Grace 

Larry Hall 

Chris Halligan 

John Haran 

James Hayward  

Hercules SLR (US) Inc. 

Lillian Imparato  

Elizabeth Jacobson  

Elisabeth L. Karotkin 

Lauren King 

Russell Kingman and Shannon 
Eldredge 

James Lambert  

Paul Lemieux 

Life Raft & Survival Equipment 

Jennifer Lincoln 

Ann Manion 

Bud McAllister 

William McCann 

Stephen Morris 

Tad Morris 

James O’Connor 

Chris Pacheco   

Marc Palombo 

Frank Patania  

The Point Club 

Michael Pol 

Philip Powell 

John Reardon 

Allen Rencurrel  

Robert B Our Marine LLC 

Wesley Roderiques 

Emily Schwartz 

Michael Smith 

Donald H Spring 

Brian Stensland 

Frederick Stowell 

Kevin Sullivan 

Toscana Corporation 

Alda Vargas 

Manny Vargas 

Mario Vargas 

Jamie Williams 

Johnathan Williams 

Lucia Williams

Ted Williams Memorial Scholarship Fund

Established in 2020 by Hercules SLR (US) and Fishing Partnership 
Support Services to honor the life and legacy of lead Safety Instructor 
Edward “Ted” Williams, the Ted Williams Memorial Scholarship Fund 
provides financial assistance to commercial fishermen and their 
families to take Coast Guard-approved training programs that improve 
their safety and professional maritime skills.

Photo credit: Debby Wong
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BUSINESS OFFICE
398 County Street

New Bedford, MA 02740

617.928.3443  FAX 617.928.3445

Improving the 

health, safety and 

economic security of 

commercial fishermen 

and their families.
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